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Our current students

Our academic programs

represent 32 states, 16

are top-notch and on the rise.

countries and 191 colleges

US. News & World Report

and universities, including:

ranks our environmental law

Boston College, Brandeis,

program 5th in the nation

Brown, Cornell, Dartmouth,

and our overall program

Duke, Emory, Michigan,

54th.
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New York University,
Northwestern, Notre Dame,
Pennsylvania, Princeton,
Leiter's Law School Rankings

Rice, Stanford, Texas, Tufts,

(2010) rates our faculty the

U.C.-Berkeley, U.C.L.A.,

nation's 23rd best in

U.N.C.-Chapel Hill,

terms of per capita scholarly

Vanderbilt, Virginia,

impact. Florida State is the
only Florida law school on
Leiter's list of the 25 best.
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In six of the last nine
administrations of the
' Florida Bar Examination
our graduates ranked
first among all Florida
law schools that had
more than one test taker.
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Leiter's Law School Rankings

(2010) rates our faculty the

nation's 23rd best in
terms of per capita scholarly
impact. Florida State is the
only Florida law school on
Leiter's list of the 25 best.
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In six of the last nine
administrations of the
Florida Bar Examination
our graduates ranked
first among all Florida
law schools that had
more than one test taker.

Our job
placement
record is truly
remarkable.
Ninety-nine
percent of the
class of 2009
was placed
within nine
months of
graduation.

Our law school was rated
the third best law school for
Hispanic students by
Hispanic Business magazine in

2009.

Watch the various videos we
have describing our programs online at
.law.fsu.edu.

Look through the following pages.

Visit the campus. Once you've taken a closer look, we believe you will share
in our enthusiasm about our law school.
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Employers interviewing on
campus tend to describe our

members work with them on projects such as

beginning with basic first-year courses such as

law journal manuscripts, moot court and mock

Contracts, Torts and Property.

students as polished and well

trial competitions, and directed independent

rounded. Our students are

studies.

extremely talented and hail

Second, having a liberal arts orientation

university, we profit from campus-wide
expertise. Faculty and students from other

from 191 schools in 32 states

means that our students have a special

departments frequently take part in our classes

and 16 countries. We provide

relationship among themselves. Our students

workshops and programs, and our students

them a superb legal education

have a strong sense of community. They are

often take courses offered in other department:

with a strong liberal arts

proud of our law school and of one another.

We also offer a wide variety of joint-degree

orientation. To us, the liberal

They are confident in their successes and are

programs.

arts orientation means several things.
First, it means that we value close working

competitive without being cut-throat.
Third, the liberal arts orientation means that

Our student outcomes are extraordinary. Ol
students have done extremely well on the bar

relationships among students and faculty of the

our attentive faculty greatly values the insights

exam and in obtaining the jobs they want after

sort that characterize the best liberal arts

of other disciplines that can be brought to bear

graduation. Wherever you choose to begin you

colleges. It is an important part of the culture of

upon the study of law. To our faculty, it is

legal career, Florida State prepares you to begi1

our school that our faculty is available to teach

important to integrate into the study oflaw

it as a well-educated lawyer.

students outside of the classroom as well as

insights from such diverse disciplines as history,

inside the classroom. To the maximum extent

philosophy, psychology, sociology, economics

possible, we want to work with you as new

and finance. The value placed on the insights of

members of the legal profession to help you in

other disciplines is reflected in such specialized

this important time of personal and professional

courses as Law and Economics, Game Theory

growth. Our faculty members go beyond mere

and China Trade Simulation. More

accessibility to students. Our faculty is actively

importantly, the insights of other disciplines are

Don Weidner

engaged with the work of our students. Faculty

pervasively taught throughout our curriculum,

Dean and Alumni Centennial Professor

It is an important part of the culture of our school
that our faculty is available to teach students outside
of -the classroom as well as inside the classroom.
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members work with them on projects such as

beginning with basic first-year courses such as

law journal manuscripts, moot court and mock

Contracts, Torts and Property.

trial competitions, and directed independent
;tudies.
Second, having a liberal arts orientation

Finally, as part of a graduate research
university, we profit from campus-wide
expertise. Faculty and students from other

means that our students have a special

departments frequently take part in our classes,

relationship among themselves. Our students

workshops and programs, and our students

nave a strong sense of community. They are

often take courses offered in other departments.

xoud of our law school and of one another.

We also offer a wide variety ofjoint-degree

They are confident in their successes and are

programs.

:ompetitive without being cut-throat.
Third, the liberal arts orientation means that

Our student outcomes are extraordinary. Our
students have done extremely well on the bar

Jur attentive faculty greatly values the insights

exam and in obtaining the jobs they want after

Jf other disciplines that can be brought to bear

graduation. Wherever you choose to begin your

1pon the study oflaw. To our faculty, it is

legal career, Florida State prepares you to begin

mportant to integrate into the study of law

it as a well-educated lawyer.

mights from such diverse disciplines as history,
Jhilosophy, psychology, sociology, economics
ind finance. The value placed on the insights of

Thank you,

)ther disciplines is reflected in such specialized
:ourses as Law and Economics, Game Theory
ind China Trade Simulation. More

~

mportantly, the insights of other disciplines are

Don Weidner

)ervasively taught throughout our curriculum,

Dean and Alumni Cent e nnial Profes sor

culture of our school
o teach students outside
nside the classroom.

::J Gary & Sallyn Pajcic
Professor and Associate
Dean for Academic Affairs
Wayne Logan is a nationally
recognized criminal law
scholar. He has helped make
our criminal law and criminal
justice program one of the
strongest in the region.
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AN OUTSTANDING

Our Approach to Legal Education
The quality of our program starts with an outstanding student body.
Although most of our students call Florida home, many come from around
the nation and world. We provide a cutting-edge faculty that is both
interdisciplinary in nature and committed to advancing the success of our
students. Finally, our location in a major state capital provides our students
many educational and professional experiences while they are still in law
school. Tallahassee offers a wide variety of clerking and internship
opportunities in its more than 450 law :firms, numerous state and federal
courts, and legislative and executive branches of government.

STUDENT BonY

Florida State University
College of Law students have
extremely strong credentials.
Twenty-five percent of
students in our 2010 entering
class have LSAT scores of164
or higher and the median
LSAT score is 162. The
median GPA is 3.52. Acceptance into our law
school is highly competitive, as we receive 18
applications for every seat in our entering class.
Accepting students from a wide variety of
backgrounds enriches the law school experience.
Our students continue being successful after they
enroll in our school. D uring the 2009-2010 school
year, our Moot Court Team won first place in four
national competitions: the Religious Freedom Moot
Court Competition, the National Security Law
Competition, the Luke Charles Moore Civil Rights
Invitational, all held in Washington, D.C., and the
Gabrielli National Family Law Competition, held in
Albany, New York. Additionally, our Student Bar
Association has won national awards from the
American Bar Association Law Student Division
three years in a row.

DYNAMIC FACULTY OF EXPERTS

Stimulating, day-to-day interactions between
our students and faculty characterize the
collaborative atmosphere at our law school and
often lead to lasting professional relationships after
our students graduate. Because of our liberal arts
orientation, we place great value on close working
relationships among students and faculty. Students
consistently tell us that our attentive, dedicated
faculty of experts is what makes their law school
experience so outstanding.
Law schools nationally use books written by our
faculty in subjects ranging from environmental law
to tax law. By any measure, our professors are
regarded as experts in the national legal community.
They also make it a priority to be available for their
students inside and outside of the classroom. To us,
getting to know and to work closely with our
students is of paramount importance.
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AN OUTSTANDING
STUDENT BODY
Florida State University
College of Law students have
extremely strong credentials.
Twenty-five percent of
students in our 2010 entering
class have LSAT scores of164
or higher and the median
LSAT score is 162. The
median GPA is 3.52. Acceptance into our law
school is highly competitive, as we receive 18
applications for every seat in our entering class.
Accepting students from a wide variety of
backgrounds enriches the law school experience.
Our students continue being successful after they
enroll in our school. During the 2009-2010 school
year, our Moot Court Team won first place in four
national competitions: the Religious Freedom Moot
Court Competition, the National Security Law
Competition, the Luke Charles Moore Civil Rights
Invitational, all held in Washington, D.C., and the
Gabrielli National Family Law Competition, held in
Albany, New York. Additionally, our Student Bar
Association has won national awards from the
American Bar Association Law Student Division
three years in a row.

DYNAMIC FACULTY OF EXPERTS
Stimulating, day-to-day interactions between
our students and faculty characterize the
collaborative atmosphere at our law school and
often lead to lasting professional relationships after
our students graduate. Because of our liberal arts
orientation, we place great value on close working
relationships among students and faculty. Students
consistently tell us that our attentive, dedicated
faculty of experts is what makes their law school
experience so outstanding.
Law schools nationally use books written by our
faculty in subjects ranging from environmental law
to tax law. By any measure, our professors are
regarded as experts in the national legal community.
1hey also make it a priority to be available for their
students inside and outside of the classroom. To us,
getting to know and to work closely with our
students is of paramount importance.

tell us that our attentive,
dedicated faculty of experts
- like Assistant Professor
Elizabeth Burch, who is a
graduate of Florida State
Law - is '1,hat makes their
law schJ01experience so
outstanding.

MANY OPPORTUNITIES TO
INTERACT W ITH THE PROFESSION

Our students love going to law school in
Tallahassee, the capital of the nation's fourth
most-populous state, because of the city's many
opportunities for legal experience. Not only do
our students see the justice system and
government in action, but they also have
opportunities to gain valuable, real-world work
experience in Tallahassee before they graduate.
After students complete their first year of
law school, our location provides them
numerous opportunities to sample different
roles within the legal profession through
part-time employment. Many ofTallahassee's
more than 450 law firms employ our students
as clerks. Students also work for the Florida
Legislature, the Governor's Office and many
state agencies. Our law school is just steps
away from the state Capitol, the Florida
Supreme Court, the First District Court of
Appeal and the United States District Court
for the Northern District of Florida.
We also offer students many opportunities
to earn academic credit through externships with
practicing lawyers who give them "hands-on"
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Ben Crump, '95, Is a
founding partner of

OVERVIEW

Parb & Cnamp In

Tallahassee, one of
the most successful
personal injury law
firms in Florida, and
the second largest
African-American-

experience. W e have one of the most
extensive clinical externship programs in
the country. Students may even select
international externships in locations as
varied as London and Botswana.

the most comprehensive collections oflegal
materials, including databases, current
awareness services used in law firms and
practice resources used by lawyers.

A LAW SCHOOL ON THE RISE
SUCCESSFUL, ENGAGED
ALUMNI

Nine months after graduation, 99
percent of the class of 2009 was placed. Our
7,800 alumni are employed in some of the
nation's top firms, businesses and agencies.
Our successful and enthusiastic alumni
remain very engaged in our law school. One
measure of their enthusiasm is the fact that,
last year, our law school had the nation's
14th best alumni giving rate.
Our alumni also help our students find
jobs. For example, all of our students have
access to a list of more than 600 alumni
who have volunteered to serve them as
Placement Mentors.

A TEACH I NG R ESEARCH
CENTER

The distinctive feature of our research
center is that its faculty proactively trains
students and other faculty members to
produce highly sophisticated, cost-effective
legal research. For example, we offer
specialized courses in efficient research
relating to environmental law, economics,
business and tax law and international law.
Students also have 24/7 access to one of

Our reputation is rising rapidly. Leiter's
Law School Rankings (2010) rates our faculty
the nation's 23rd best in terms of per capita
scholarly impact. Since 2004, we have
climbed 13 spots in our overall ranking in
U.S. News & World R eport, which ranks our
environmental law program 5th in the
nation and our overall program 54th.

A MAJOR B UI LDING A DDITION

Due in part to our recent successes, we
are acquiring, as an addition, a 50,000
square-foot modern courthouse directly
across the street from our present facilities.
Among other things, this acquisition
will give us one of the nation's finest
facilities for trial and appellate advocacy. It
w ill also house our Public Interest Law
Center's Children's Advocacy and Family
Law clinics.

Due in part to our recent successes, we are
acquiring, as an addition, a 50,000 square-foot
modern courthouse directly across the street
from our present facilities.

L A W

and faculty characterize the
collaborative atmilphere
at our law school. Student
Brittany Rhodaback, left,
confers with AssJttant
Professor Franita Tolson,

the most comprehensive collections oflegal
materials, including databases, current
awareness services used in law firms and
practice resources used by lawyers.
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Our reputation is rising rapidly. Leiter's
Law School Rankings (2010) rates our faculty
the nation's 23rd best in terms of per capita
scholarly impact. Since 2004, we have
climbed 13 spots in our overall ranking in
US. News & World Report, which ranks our
environmental law program 5th in the
nation and our overall program 54th.

Lt,

n Stimulating, day-Jo-day
A MAJOR BUILDING ADDITION

Due in part to our recent successes, we
are acquiring, as an addition, a 50,000
square-foot modern courthouse directly
across the street from our present facilities.
Among other things, this acquisition
will give us one of the nation's finest
facilities for trial and appellate advocacy. It
will also house our Public Interest Law
Center's Children's Advocacy and Family
Law clinics.

interactions between students
and faculty characterize the
collaborative atmo,sphere
at our law schoo~ Student
Brittany Rhodaback, left,
confers with Assi! tant
Professor Fra~fa Tolson,
whose scho,tar_;J;iip focuses
on constitutional law,

e

f

!nt successes, we are
on, a 50,000 square-foot
rectly across the street
ities.

n Acquiring the First District
Court of Appeal building will,
among other things, give
Florida..._Stcite Law one of the
nation's finest facilities for
trial and appellate advocacy.
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I

Our three-year curriculum is deep and diverse. It begins with

traditional courses and expands to include the latest in theoretical
and interdisciplinary analyses.
The first-year curriculum is rigorous, traditional and prescribed.
It provides the foundation in history, doctrine, process and
analysis that students need to fully
appreciate more specialized courses
offered in the second and third years of
law school.
Because writing and communication
skills are essential to becoming effective,
successful lawyers, we emphasize legal
writing and research throughout our
curriculum. In the first year, Legal
Writing and Research is a required
course. This course is taught by full-time
faculty members who are lawyers with
outstanding academic backgrounds and
legal experience.
Students have the opportunity to
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further develop and refine the crafi
legal writing and research in their :
and third years of study. To obtain
degrees, students must satisfy an U]
level writing requirement by comp]
research paper that must be rewrit1
respond to faculty critique.
In the second and third years of:
school, the program is almost entir
especially strong programs in busir
international law, with certificate F
and international law. We also hav
programs in the region. Our litiga1
textured. Students interested in li6
traditional classroom training, incl
Civil Litigation, Evidence, Federal
Trial Practice. They then proceed t
clinics taught by one of our clinica
also get a taste of the "real world" j
oriented externship programs. Ext
participating in our award-winninJ
teams.

ULUMJ'ND
S OF EMPHASIS
deep and diverse. It begins with
ids to include the latest in theoretical
s.

, rigorous, traditional and prescribed.
history, doctrine, process and
rsis that students need to fully
~ciate more specialized courses
ed in the second and third years of
,chool.
cause writing and communication
; are essential to becoming effective,
~ssful lawyers, we emphasize legal
ng and research throughout our
culum. In the first year, Legal
:ing and Research is a required
se. This course is taught by full-time
lty members who are lawyers with
:anding academic backgrounds and
. experience.
udents have the opportunity to

further develop and refine the craft of
legal writing and research in their second
and third years of study. To obtain their
degrees, students must satisfy an upperlevel writing requirement by completing a
research paper that must be rewritten to
respond to faculty critique.
In the second and third years of law
school, the program is almost entirely elective. We have
especially strong programs in business, environmental law, and
international law, with certificate programs in environmental law
and international law. We also have one of the best criminal law
programs in the region. Our litigation program is extremely
textured. Students interested in litigation usually begin with
traditional classroom training, including courses in Complex
Civil Litigation, Evidence, Federal Jurisdiction, Mass Torts and
Trial Practice. They then proceed to one of the "live-client"
clinics taught by one of our clinical professors. Many students
also get a taste of the "real world" in one of our litigationoriented externship programs. Extra credit can also be earned by
participating in our award-winning Moot Court or Mock Trial
teams.
2010-11
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CURRICULUM AND PROGRAMS OF EMPHASIS

ENVIRONMENTAL AND
LAND USE LAW

ENVIRONMENTAL LAW FACULTY

Florida State Law is home to one of the most highly regarded environmental law
programs in the country. US. News & World Report ranks our program 5th
strongest in the nation in its 2010 edition ofAmerica's Best Graduate Schools.

Our faculty members are among the most distinguished scholars in the fields
of environmental and administrative law.
More than two dozen courses and a certificate program provide
students a solid foundation in environmental and land use law. Students also
can take advantage of a wide range of offerings in related areas of study at
Florida State University as well as externship opportunities in Florida and
Washington, D.C.

Professors like Associate Dean for
Environmental Programs Robin Kundis
Craig, the Attorneys' Title Professor
and a world-class expert on water law,
have helped make Florida State Law's
environmental program 5th best in the
nation.

Donna R. Christie, Elizabeth C. & Clyde W.
Atkinson Professor and Associate Dean for
International Programs

s

IF

J

r

Coastal and Ocean Law, I nternational
E nvironmental Law, Natural Resources Law,
Property Law
A driving force in the development of
Florida State Law's environmental program,
Professor Christie is a top authority on
legal issues surrounding ocean and coastal
management. She is co-author of Coastal and
Ocean Law and Ocean Law in a Nutshell, two
of the leading student books in the field.

/.

Robin Kundis Craig, Attorneys' Title Professor
and Associate Dean for Environmental
Programs

a
1

C
J
A
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a
d
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Environmental Interface ofLand and Sea,
Environmental Law, U'ater Law
Professor Craig is nationally recognized
for her work in all things water - the
Clean Water Act, the connection of fresh
water regulation to ocean quality, marine
biodiversity and marine p rotected areas,
property rights in fresh water and science
and water resource protection. The National
Research Council appointed her to its three
committees on the Mississippi River and
the Clean Water Act, and she is an advisor
for the Environmental Law Institute's
Endangered Environmental Laws Program
and the Surfriders Litigation Team. She
also is the author of 1he Clean Water A ct and
the Constitution and Environmental Law in
Context.
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David L. Markell, Steven M. Goldstein
Professor

Administrative Law, Environmental Law,
Land Use Regulation, NAFTA and the
Environment
Widely recognized as a scholar on the
enforcement of environmental laws, among
other topics, Professor Markell is co-author of
a leading casebook, Environmental Protection:
Law and Policy. His book Reinventing
E nvironmental Enforcement and the State/
Federal R elationship (co-authored with
Clifford Rechtschaffen), has been called
"the most significant work ... on EPA's
enforcement relationship with the states
12
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ENVIRONMENTAL
EXTERNSHIPS

K- AMS OF EMPHASIS

1000 Friends of Florida

MENTAL AND

Earthjustice
Florida Department of
Community Affairs
Florida Department of
Environmental Protection

E LAW

Florida Division of

ENVIRONMENTAL LAW FACU LTY
Donna R. Christie, Elizabeth C. & Clyde W.
Atkinson Professor and Associate Dean for
International Programs
Coastal and Ocean Law, International
Environmental Law, Natural Resources Law,
Property Law

1ighly regarded environmental law
Report ranks our program 5th
f America's Best Graduate Schools.
listinguished scholars in the fields

A driving force in the development of
Florida State Law's environmental program,
Professor C hristie is a top authority on
legal issues surrounding ocean and coastal
management. She is co-author of Coastal and
Ocean Law and Ocean Law in a Nutshell, two
of the leading student books in the field.

~rtificate program provide
11 and land use law. Students also
.ngs in related areas of study at
LP opportunities in Florida and

Robin Kundis Craig, Attorneys' Title Professor
and Associate Dean for Environmental
Programs
Environmental Inte1face ofLand and Sea,
Environmental Law, Water Law

Professor Craig is nationally recognized
for her work in all things water - the
Clean Water Act, the connection of fresh
water regulation to ocean quality, marine
biodiversity and marine protected areas,
property rights in fresh water and science
and water resource protection. The National
Research Council appointed her to its three
committees on the Mississippi River and
the Clean W ater Act, and she is an advisor
for the Environmental L aw Institute's
Endangered Environmental Laws Program
and the Surfriders Litigation Team. She
also is the author of 1he Clean Water Act and
the Constitution and E nvii·onmental Law in
Context.

Professors like Associate Dean for
Environmental Programs Robin Kundis
Craig, the Attorneys' Title Professor
and a world-class expert on water law,
have helped make Florida State Law's
environmental program 5th best in the
nation.

David L. Markell, Steven M. Goldstein
Professor
Administ rative Law, Environmental Law,
Land Use Regulation, NAFTA and the
Environment

I

Widely recognized as a scholar on the
enforcement of environ mental laws, among
other topics, Professor Markell is co-author of
a leading casebook, Environmental Protection:
Law and Policy. His book R einventing
Environmental Enforcement and the State/
Federal Relationship (co-authored with
Clifford Rechtschaffen), has been called
"the most significant work ... on EPA's
enforcement relationship with the states

since the early 1900s." Professor Markell
has held posts with the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, the U.S. Department of
Justice - Natural Resources Division and the
New York Department of Environmental
Conservation.

Administrative Hearings
- Environmental
Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission
U.S. Department of Justice
- Wildlife and Marine
Resources

Jim Rossi, Harry M. Walborsky Professor and
Associate Dean for Research
Administrative Law, Energy Law and Policy

Professor Rossi is widely known for his
scholarship on energy law and his work in
state and federal ad ministrative law. He has
authored a case study of public law in the
deregulated electric power industry titled
R egulatory Bargaining and Public Law. He
also is co-author of Energy, Economics and the
Environment, the leading student casebook on
energy law.

U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency Office of General Counsel
Wildlaw

J.B. Ruhl, Matthews & Hawkins Professor of
Property
Ecosystem Ma nagement, Environmental Law,
Land Use and Property

Among the most frequently cited
scholars in environmental law, Professor
Ruhl is a prolific author in the fields of
endangered species protection, ecosystem
services and management, regulation of
wetlands, environmental impact analysis and
environmental and natural resources law.
H e is co-author of three books: 1he Law of
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Management, 1he
Law and Policy ofEcosystem Services and 1he
Practice and Policy ofEnvironmental Law.

"The greatest strength
of Florida State's
environmental law
program is the quality,
depth, diversity and
productivity of its
outstanding faculty."

Mark B. Seidenfeld, Patricia A. Dore
Professor of Administrative Law
Administrative Law

Professor Seidenfeld is one of the country's
leading scholars on federal administrative
law. He has written influential articles on
how administrative law relates to institutional
behavior and agency accountability and a text
on microeconomic fo und ations oflaw and
economics. Professor Seidenfeld clerked for
the Honorable Patricia Wald of the United
States Court of A ppeals for the D.C. Circuit
and served as assistant counsel for the New
York State Public Service Commission.
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ENVIRONMENTAL AND LAND USE LAW

ENVIRONMENTAL COURSES

ENVIRONMENTAL

AND SEMINARS

Co-CuRRICULAR

Administrative Law
Climate Change Seminar
Coastal and Ocean Law
Condominium and Community Housing
Law
Current Issues in Environmental Science*
Dispute Resolution*
Ecosystem Management
Endangered E cosystems Seminar
Endangered Species Law Seminar
Energy Law and Policy
Environmental Interface of the Land and
Sea
Environmental Issues in Business
Transactions
Environmental Law
Environmental Legal Research
Environmental Litigation
Florida Administrative Law/Florida
Administrative Practice
Florida Environmental Law
Florida Water Law
Growth Management
International Environmental Law
Introduction to Historic Preservation*
Land Use Regulation
Law of the Sea
Local Government Law
Natural Resources Law
Oceanography*
Planned Communities
Public Rights in Water Law Seminar
Urban & Regional Planning*
Saving the Apalachicola*
Sustainable Development Seminar
Toxic Torts Seminar
Water Law

OPPORTUNITIES

The Environmental Law Society
Environmental Moot Court
'Il1e]ournal ofLand Use &
Environmental Law

DEGREE PROGRAMS FOR
J.D. STUDENTS

Upon graduation, students who
successfully complete the environmental
certificate program receive a certificate
along with their J.D. degree. The
certificate signals to employers and others
that students have achieved special
competency in the fields of environmental
and land use law. Students may select their
courses from an extensive menu of
curricular and co-curricular offerings, as
well as joint-degree programs with other
Florida State depart ments.
A joint-degree program with the
School of Urban and Regional Planning
enhances Florida State Law's ability to
provide comprehensive preparation for a
career in environmental and land use law.
The school is nationally respected and
offers a wide array of fields of emphasis.
When combined with the J.D. degree,
particularly with the Certificate in
Environmental and Land Use Law, the
joint degree provides an excellent
foundation in both the law and the policy
ofland use.

LL.M. IN ENVIRONMENTAL
LAW AND POLICY

• Up to six hours ofcreditfrom other graduate
schools at Florida State may be applied to a
law student's Environmental Law
certification.

L A W

Florida State Law's LL.M. in
Environmental Law and Policy gives J.D.
holders the opportunity to enhance their
knowledge of environmental, land use,
natural resources and energy law. Students
are matched with program faculty
members who will mentor them and help
design a curriculum that best suits their
interests, educational backgrounds and
professional needs.

::J 1970 graduate Terry Cole
practices environmental
and administrative law in
Tallahassee. His firm, Oertel ,
Fernandez, Cole & Bryant,
P.A., sponsors an annual
environmental law scholarship
and hires Florida State Law
students as clerks on a regular
basis.

A.ND USE LAW

ENV IRONMENTAL AND LAND USE LAW

ENVIRONMENTAL
Co- CuRRICULAR
OPPORTUNITIES

1g

The Environmental Law Society
Environmental Moot Court
The journal ofLand Use &
Environmental Law

:e*

DEGREE PROGRAMS FOR
J.D. STUDENTS

1d

Upon graduation, students who
successfully complete the environmental
certificate program receive a certificate
along with their JD. degree. The
certificate signals to employers and others
that students have achieved special
competency in the fields of environmental
and land use law. Students may select their
courses from an extensive menu of
curricular and co-curricular offerings, as
well as joint-degree programs with other
Florida State departments.
A joint-degree program with the
School of Urban and Regional Planning
enhances Florida State Law's ability to
provide comprehensive preparation for a
career in environmental and land use law.
1h e school is nationally respected and
offers a wide array of fields of emphasis.
When combined with the J.D. degree,
particularly with the Certificate in
Environmental and Land Use Law, the
joint degree provides an excellent
foundation in both the law and the policy
ofland use.

LL.M.

:l 1970 graduate Terry Cole
practices environmental
and administrative law in
Tallahassee. His firm, Oertel,
Fernandez, Cole & Bryant,
P.A., sponsors an annual
environmental law scholarship
and hires Florida State Law
students as clerks on a regular
basis.

IN ENVIRONMENTAL

LAW AND POLICY
•ate

Florida State Law's LL.M. in
Environmental Law and Policy gives JD.
holders the opportunity to enhance t heir
knowledge of environmental, land use,
natural resources and energy law. Students
are matched with program faculty
members who will mentor them and help
design a curriculum that best suits their
interests, educational backgrounds and
professional needs.
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CURR ICULUM A ND PROGRAMS OF EMPHASIS

D

n Assistant Professor Kelli
Alces, left, talks with student
Brandi Thompson.

USINESS

Florida State University College of Law
offers an interdisciplinary program in
Law and Business. Our mission is
to graduate students with the legal
expertise, economic sophistication
and problem-solving skills
necessary to serve clients in today's
increasingly complex business
environment. Toward that end, our
faculty has a deep expertise in the
core areas of business law, corporate
finance and economics. We also
offer in-depth training in tax law,

B U SINE SS F ACULTY
Kelli A. Alces, Assistant Professor

Bankruptcy, Corporate Reorganization,
Corporations
P rofessor Akes' scholarship focuses
on the intersection of corporate law and
bank ruptcy law, with a special emphasis on
corporate governance in bankruptcy and
the strategic interactions between creditors
and shareholders in financially distressed
companies. She was an associate in the
Corporate Restructuring and Financial
Institutions practice group at the Chicago
law fi rm of Gardner, Carton &Douglas
before starting her teaching career.

FL O R I DA

S TATE

Curtis Bridgeman, James Edmund &
Margaret Elizabeth Hennessey Corry
Professor
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Shawn J. Bayern, Assistant Professor

Agency and Partnership, Corporations
Professor Bayern's research focuses on
common-law issues, primarily in contracts,
torts and corporate law. H e has recently
written articles criticizing formalism and
economic simplifications of the law. Before
entering academia, Professor Bayern served
as a law clerk for the H onorable H arris
Hartz of the United States Court of Appeals
fo r the Tenth Circuit and for the Office
of the Solicitor General, United States
Department of Justice.

commercial law and transactional and drafting techniques.
In addition to publishing in traditional legal journals,
including the nation's top law reviews, our faculty has published
in leading economics and finance journals, including the Journal
ofLaw, E conomics, and Organization and the journal ofCorporate

Professor Lee's International Trade Simulation
course connects our students with students at
the Shanghai Institute of Foreign Trade over
a Chinese-designed software package that
simulates trade negotiations.

A1
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Bankruptcy, Commercial Law, Creditors'
R ights, Philosophy of Priv ate Law, Secured
Transactions
Professor Bridgem an's scholarship
explores the structure and ph ilosophy of
contract , commercial and bankruptcy law.
H e has written about contract formalism,
the specification of rules of contract law, and
the role of planning and practical reasoning
in contract law. Prior to entering law
teaching, he clerked in Nashville, Tennessee,
for the H onorable G ilbert M erritt of the
Sixth Circuit, U nited States Court of
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USINESS

>rida State University College of Law
fers an interdisciplinary program in
w and Business. Our mission is

graduate students with the legal
.pertise, economic sophistication
td problem-solving skills
:cessary to serve clients in today's
creasingly complex business
tvironment. Toward that end, our
culty has a deep expertise in the
,re areas of business law, corporate
1ance and economics. We also
fer in-depth training in tax law,
1al and drafting techniques.
Taditional legal journals,
eviews, our faculty has published
ce journals, including the journal
ation and the journal of Corporate

BUSINESS FACULTY
Kelli A. Alces, Assistant Professor

Bankruptcy, Corporate Reorganization,
Corporations
Professor Akes' scholarship focuses
on the intersection of corporate law and
bankruptcy law, with a special emphasis on
corporate governance in bankruptcy and
the strategic interactions between creditors
and shareholders in financially distressed
companies. She was an associate in the
Corporate Restructuring and Financial
Institutions practice group at the Chicago
law firm of Gardner, Carton & Douglas
before starting her teaching career.

Joseph M. Dodge, Stearns Weaver Miller
Weissler Alhadeff & Sitterson Professor

Estate and Gift Tax, Gratuitous Transfers,
I nternational Tax, Taxation, Top ics in Tax
One of the nation's leading experts on tax
law, Professor Dodge has authored several
influential books, including 1he Logic of
Tax and Federal Income Taxation: Doctrine,
Structure & Policy (co-author). He is an
academic fellow of the American College of
Trust & Estate Counsel and has been chair
of both the Tax Section and the Donative
Transfers Section of the Association of
American Law Schools.

Shawn J. Bayern, Assistant Professor

Agency and Partnership, Corporations
Professor Bayern's research focuses on
common-law issues, primarily in contracts,
torts and corporate law. He has recently
written articles criticizing formalism and
economic simplifications of the law. Before
entering academia, Professor Bayern served
as a law clerk for the Honorable Harris
Hartz of the United States Court of Appeals
for the Tenth Circuit and for the Office
of the Solicitor General, United States
Department ofJustice.
Curtis Bridgeman, James Edmund &
Margaret Elizabeth Hennessey Corry
Professor

1tional Trade Simulation
tudents with students at
of Foreign Trade over
ftware package that
ations.

Appeals. In addition to a law degree, he has
a Ph.D. in philosophy.

Bankruptcy, Commercial Law, Creditors'
Rights, Philosophy of Private Law, Secured
Transactions
Professor Bridgeman's scholarship
explores the structure and philosophy of
contract, commercial and bankruptcy law.
He has written about contract formalism,
the specification of rules of contract law, and
the role of planning and practical reasoning
in contract law. Prior to entering law
teaching, he clerked in Nashville, Tennessee,
for the Honorable Gilbert Merritt of the
Sixth Circuit, United States Court of

"Florida State Law
gives students the
background to be
sophisticated
business lawyers.
The law school's
program helps them
understand the world
of business, finance
and transactions,
and not simply the
letter of the law."

Dino Falaschetti, Associate Professor of
Law and Economics

Corporate Finance, Corporations, Economic
Regulation ofBusiness, Law and Economics of
Insurance
An empirical economist, Professor
Falaschetti's scholarship has concentrated
on corporate governance, with special
emphasis on executive compensation and the
relationship between auditor independence
and earnings quality. He has served in the
Executive Office of the President of the
United States as a senior economist for
the Council of Economic Advisers. He
serves regularly as a fellow of the Hoover
Institution at Stanford.
Manuel A. Utset, Jr., Charles W. Ehrhardt
Professor

Corporations, Financial Regulation, Game
1heory and Business Ethics, Law & Economics,
Securities R egulation
Professor Utset is a leading scholar on
applying behavioral law and economics to
issues in corporate law, with recent emphasis
on the implications of self-control problems
on managerial misconduct and incomplete
corporate contracting. Professor Utset has
2010-11
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LAW & BUSINESS

taught and written on corporate governance
and venture capital fi nance, and is a fellow
of the International Institute for Corporate
Governance. Prior to entering law teaching,
he practiced law with Sullivan & Cromwell
in New York C ity.
Donald J. Weidner, Dean and Alumni
Centennial Professor

Agency and Partnership, Real Estate Finance
A recognized authority on partnerships,
fiduciary duties and real estate finance, Dean
Weidner was the reporter for the Revised
Uniform Partnership Act and has written a
book on the subject with Robert H illman
and Allan Vestal. H e also has written on
the taxation of real estate transactions and
on the use ofleasing arrangements and
special purpose entities fo r off-balancesheet financi ng. He has served as dean since
1991. Prior to entering law teaching, he was
an associate at the New York City firm of
Willkie Farr & Gallagher.
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OTHER LAW FACULTY

LAW AND BUSINESS CURRICULUM

TEACHING BUSINESS COURSES

CORE BUSINESS COURSES

Frederick M. Abbott,
Edward Ball Eminent Scholar

Global Regulation ef Pharmaceuticals,
International Business Transactions,
International Trade Law, Patents and
Trademark
Tahirih V. Lee, Associate Professor

China Trade Simulation, International
Business Transactions, International Trade
Simulation
Jake Linford, Assistant Professor

Copyright L aw

JOINT-DEGREE PROGRAMS

J.D. and M .B.A.
J. D. and M.S. in Economics

Accounting and the Law
Agency and Partnership
Banking Law
Corporate Finance
Corporations
Energy Law and Policy
Federal Securities L itigation Seminar
I nsurance Law
Mergers and Acquisitions
Securities Broker-D ealer Law
Securities Regulation
Unincorporated Business Entities
White Collar C rime
COMMERCIAL LAW COURSES

Bankruptcy
Commercial Paper
Consumer Law
Sales and Leases
Secured Transactions

TRANSi
COURSI

Business,
Researc
Contract
Enviromr
Transac
Technoloi
COURSJ
ECONO

Economic
Semina
Game Th
Semina
Law and
Law and
Public ct
Statistics
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OTHER LAW FACULTY
TEACHING BUSINESS COURSES
Frederick M. Abbott,
Edward Ball Eminent Scholar

Global R egulation ofPharmaceuticals,
International Business Transactions,
I nternational Trade Law, Patents and
Trademark
·e

Tahirih V. Lee, Associate Professor

!an
a

China Trade Simulation, I nternational
Business Transactions, International Trade
Simulation
Jake Linford, Assistant Professor

Copyright L aw

JOINT- DEGREE PROGRAMS

ce
as

J.D. and M.B.A.
J.D. and M .S. in E conomics

LAW AND BUSINESS CURRICULUM

CORE BUSINESS COURSES
Accounting and the Law
Agency and Partnership
Banking Law
Corporate Finance
Corporations
Energy Law and Policy
Federal Securities Litigation Seminar
Insurance Law
Mergers and Acquisitions
Securities Broker-Dealer Law
Securities Regulation
Unincorporated Business Entities
White Collar Crime

COMMERCIAL LAW COURSES
Bankruptcy
Commercial Paper
Consumer Law
Sales and Leases
Secured Transactions

TRANSACTIONAL AND SKILLS
COURSES
Business, Economics and T ax L aw
Research
Contract Drafting
Environmental Issues in Business
Transactions
Technology/IP Licensing Drafting

TAX LAW COURSES
Corporate Tax
E state and Gift Tax
International Taxation
State and Local Taxation
Tax Policy Seminar
Taxation

REAL ESTATE COURSES
COURSES WITH SPECIAL
ECONOMICS EMPHASIS
E conomic Regulation of Business
Seminar
Game 'Il1eory and Business Ethics
Seminar
Law and Economics
Law and Economics oflnsurance
Public Choice Theory
Statistics fo r L awyers

Condominium and Community
H ousing Law
Land Transfer and Finance
Real Estate F inance

INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS
COURSES
C hina T rade Simulation
G lobal Regul ation of Pharmaceuticals
International Business Transactions
International Trade Law and Policy
International Trade Simulation

C Peggy Rolando, a partner
in the Miami office of Shutts
& Bowen, is one of Florida's
top real estate attorneys. The
1978 graduate often returns to
Tallahassee to speak with Florida
State law students.
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CURRICULUM AND PROGRAMS OF EMPHASIS

TE

ATI NAL

Our international law faculty members have deep expertise in a variety of
areas, including international intellectual property, international trade law,
the global pharmaceutical industry, international human rights, laws of
war, international intervention law, Chinese law, law of the sea and
international environmental law. Their work has helped shape legal issues
from Africa to China to Eastern Europe to South America and the
Caribbean.

Our program includes a wide array of specialized courses that reflect the
expertise of the faculty, a variety of externship opportunities - both
international and domestic in location - and a certificate program for
students interested in international law. In addition, Florida State offers the
longest-standing summer law program at Oxford University sponsored by
an American law school.

PRINCIPAL INTERNATIONAL LAW FA«

Jo

Frederick M. Abbott, Edward Ball
Eminent Scholar

Global Regulation ofPharmaceuticals,
International Business Transactions,
International Intelleclual Property,
International Trade Law
Professor Abbott is recognized
nationally and internationally for his
scholarship and professional activities
in international intellectual property
rights and global economic issues. He
is one of the world's leading figures on
issues concerning the pharmaceutical
industry and access to medicines. He
is Rapporteur fo r the Committee
on International Trade Law of the
i
International Law Association and a
consultant to the UNCTAD-ICTSD
Project on Intellectual Property and
Sustainable Development, to the
\,Vorld Health Organization
and to the World Bank. H e is
active as a dispute settlement
panelist for the World
Intellectual Property
Organization Arbitration
and Mediation Center.
In addition to serving on
the editorial board of the
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STUDY ABROAD
In addition to international
externships, students can

deep expertise in a variety of

PRINCIPAL INTERNATIONAL LAW FACULTY

roperty, international trade law,
tional human rights, laws of
e law, law of the sea and
k has helped shape legal issues
, South America and the

Frederick M. Abbott, Edward Ball
Eminent Scholar
Global Regulation ofPharmaceuticals,
International Business Transactions,
International Intellectual Property,
International Trade Law

~cialized courses that reflect the
hip opportunities - both
nd a certificate program for
3.ddition, Florida State offers the
)xford University sponsored by

participate in a summer
study abroad program at

Professor Abbott is recognized
nationally and internationally for his
scholarship and professional activities
in international intellectual property
• rights and global economic issues. He
is one of the world's leading figures on
issues concerning the pharmaceutical
industry and access to medicines. He
is Rapporteur for the Committee
on International Trade Law of the
International Law Association and a
consultant to the UNCTAD-ICTSD
Project on Intellectual Property and
Sustainable Development, to the
World Health Organization
and to the World Bank. He is
active as a d ispute settlement
panelist for the World
Intellectual Property
Organization Arbitration
and Mediation Center.
In addition to serving on
the editorial board of the

I

journal ofInternational Economic Law
(Oxford), Professor Abbott is the author
of numerous books and articles, including
his latest book, Global Pharmaceutical
Policy: Ensuring Medicinesfar Tomorrow's
World (with Graham Dukes). His
book on treaty-making, Parliamentary
Participation in the Making and Operation
ofTreaties (ed ited with Stefan Riesenfeld)
was awarded the American Society of
International Law Certificate of Merit.
Donna R. Christie, Elizabeth C. & Clyde
W. Atkinson Professor and Associate
Dean for International Programs
Law ofthe Sea, International
Environmental Law, Jessup International
Law Moot Court

A leading authority on international
legal issues surrounding ocean and
coastal management, Professor Christie
has contributed to the development of
coastal and ocean policy and governance
in the United States, the Caribbean and
Australia. She developed and directs the
Certificate Program in International Law
and the LL.M. Program in American
Law for fore ign Lawyers. She is the
faculty advisor for the Jessup International
Law Moot Court Team, the Journal
o/Transnational Law & Policy and the
International Law Students Association.
She also directs the F lorida State Summer
Program in Law at Oxford and the law
school's international exchange programs
and supervises Florida State externs at the
International Bar A ssociation in London.

the University of Oxford in
England; and in exchange
programs with Erasmus
University in Rotterdam, the
Netherlands, Griffith
University in Brisbane,
Australia, and the
Southwest University of
Political Science and Law in
Chongqing, China

"To be a successful
international lawyer,
one must first be a
good lawyer. My
studies at Florida
State Law gave me a
solid foundation to
pursue a career in
corporate practice,
including
international
transactional
practice."

Talbot "Sandy" D'Alemberte, President
Emeritus and Professor
I nternational Human Rights, European
Human Rights Law, War Crimes Tribunal(

President Emeritus D'Alemberte
has won numerous awards fo r his
contributions to international law,
including the International Bar
Association's 2006 Rule of Law Award.
He is a former president of the American
2010-11
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INTERNATIONAL LAW

INTERNATIONAL
COURSES AND

SEMINARS
Asylum and Refugee Law
China Trade Simulation
Chinese Law
Comparative Law
Comparative Constitutional
Law
English Legal History
(Oxford)
European Human Rights
Foreign Relations Law
Global Regulation of the
Pharmaceutical Sector
Human Rights and National
Security
International and Foreign
Legal Research
International Aspects of
Intellectual Property
International Business
Transactions
International Criminal
Tribunals
International Environmental
Law
International Human Rights
Law
International Taxation
International Trade
Simulation

Bar Association and, in that capacity, was cofounder of the Central and Eastern European
Law Initiative, which reached out to those
countries to assist in development of their
new democracies at the end of the Cold War.
He also served as president of Florida State
University from 1993 to 2003. H e served as
president of the American Judicature Society
and was a member of the Florida House of
Representatives from 1966 to 1972.

Ministry in Buenos A ires. He resigned in
1981 in protest of human rights abuses by the
Argentine government.

OTHER FACULTY TEACHING
INTE RNATIONAL LAW COURSES
Terry Coonan, Executive Director of the
Center for the Advancement of Human Rights
and Courtesy Professor of Law

Asylum and Refugee Law
David E. Landau, Assistant Professor

Comparative Constitutional Law
Professor Landau joined the Florida State
Law faculty after serving as a Climenko
Fellow and Lecturer in Law at Harvard Law
School. His areas of specialization include
Latin American comparative constitutional
law and politics, judicial politics and
constitutional theory and design. Fluent in
Spanish, he is focusing his H arvard Ph.D.
dissertation on the Colombian Constitutional
Court in comparative perspective.
Tahirih V. Lee, Associate Professor

China Trade Simulation, Chinese Law Seminar,
Comparative Law, International Business
Transactions, International Trade Simulation
Professor Lee is a leading U.S. scholar
on Chinese law and legal history, having
published numerous law review articles on
China as well as a fou r-volume anthology
on the law, history and economics of China.
She has developed an innovative course
which connects Florida State students with
students at the Shanghai Institute of Foreign
Trade. 1he semester-long "live" simulation
of international trade negotiations introduces
Florida State students to the culture of
Chinese business as well as to trade law issues.

Joseph M. Dodge, Stearns Weaver Miller
Weissler Alhadeff & Sitterson Professor

International Tax Law
Elwin J. Griffith, Tallahassee Alumni Professor

I mmigration Law
David L. Markell, Steven M. Goldstein
Professor

NAFTA and the E nvironment

INTERNATIONAL ENRICHMENT
PROGRAMS AND CoCuRRICULAR OPPORTUNITIES

1he Florida State University Center for the
Advancement of Human Rights
Summer Program in Law at Oxford
International Exchange Programs at Griffith
University in Brisbane, Australia, Erasmus
University in Rotterdam, The Netherlands
and the Southwest University of Political
Science and Law in Chongqing, China. A
program at the University ofGron ingen,
The Netherlands, is in development.
1he]ourna! of1i·ansnational Law & Policy

INTERNATIONAL LAW
Immigrant Children's Law
Project
Immigration Law
Law and Institutions of the
European Union (Oxford)
Law of the Sea
Laws of War
NAFTA and the Environment
National Security Law
Public International Law
Selected Topics in
International Law
War and Intervention
War Crimes Tribunals

22

FLORIDA

Fernando Teson, Tobias Simon Eminent
Scholar

ExT ERNSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Foreign Relations L aw, International Human
Rights, Public International Law, Wa r and
Intervention
Professor Tes6n has been hailed as a
leading moral philosopher of international
law. He is known for his scholarship relating
political philosophy to international law
(particularly his defense of humanitarian
intervention) and his work on political
rhetoric. He is the author of a number of
books, including Humanitarian Intervention:
An Inquiry into Law and Morality and
Rational Choice and D emocratic Deliberation
(with Guido Pincione). Before entering law
teaching, Professor Teson spent four years as
a career d iplomat for the Argentina Foreign

ABA Asia Law Initiative - Washington,
D.C.
Court of Appeal for the Republic of
Botswana
Florida Immigrant Advocacy Center, Inc.
-Miami
Human Rights First - New York City
Immigration Court
International Bar Association - London
International Criminal Court - The Hague
International Criminal T ribunal for the
Former Yugoslavia -1he Hague
The Special Court for Sierra Leone

STATE

LAW

DEGREE PROGRAM S FOR

J.D.

STUDENTS

Florida State Law's Certificate Program in lnternatio1
recognizes students for a concentration in the area and c
requirements beyond those for aJ.D. A certificate signal
potential employers a graduate's specialization. J.D. stud
who are accepted to the graduate program at F lorida Sta
University's College of Social Sciences can pursue a joi111
in law and international affairs (J.D.-M.S.).

INTERNATIONAL LAW
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Ministry in Buenos A ires. He resigned in
1981 in protest of human rights abuses by the
Argentine government.

OTHER FACULTY TEACHING
INTERNATIONAL LAW COURSES
Terry Coonan, Executive Director of the
Center for the Advancement of Human Rights
and Courtesy Professor of Law

DEGREE PROGRAMS FOR

J.D. STUDENTS
Florida State Law's Certificate Program in International Law
recognizes students for a concentration in the area and carries
requirements beyond those for a].D. A certificate signals to
potential employers a graduate's specialization. J.D. students
who are accepted to the graduate program at Florida State
University's College of Social Sciences can pursue a joint degree
in law and international affairs Q.D.-M.S.).

DEGREE PROGRAM FOR FOREIGN LAWYERS
Foreign law graduates can pursue an LL.M. in American
Law for Foreign L awyers. The LL.M. allows students to gain
in-depth knowledge of United States law. In recent years,
Florida State has been pleased to host lawyers from Cameroon,
Cambodia, France, Korea, Paraguay, Nigeria, Taiwan, Turkey
and Slovakia as candidates for our LL.M. in American Law.

Asylum and Refi1gee Law

te

Joseph M. Dodge, Stearns Weaver Miller
Weissler Alhadeff & Sitterson Professor

International Tax Law
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Elwin J. Griffith, Tallahassee Alumni Professor
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Immigration Law
David L. Markell, Steven M. Goldstein
Professor
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NAFTA and the Environment

INTERNATIONAL ENRICHMENT
na,;

PROGRAMS AND CoCuRRICULAR OPPORTUNITIES

n

a.
1

gn
:es

The Florida State University Center for the
Advancement of Human Rights
Summer Program in Law at Oxford
International Exchange Programs at Griffith
University in Brisbane, Australia, Erasmus
University in Rotterdam, The Netherlands
and the Southwest University of Political
Science and Law in Chongqing, China. A
program at the University of Groningen,
The Netherlands, is in development.

'The journal of Transnational Law & Policy

ues.

INTERNATIONAL LAW
ExTERNSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
•n

ABA Asia Law Initiative - Washington,

D.C.
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Court of Appeal for the Republic of
Botswana
Florida Immigrant Advocacy Center, Inc.
-Miami
Human Rights First - New York City
Immigration Court
International Bar Association - London
International Criminal Court - The Hague
International Criminal Tribunal for the
Former Yugoslavia - The Hague
The Special Court for Sierra Leone

n "The College of Law provided
me with the legal education,

'aiportunity and interest to

pJ:J~e a career in international
lawr A~ve all, I am indebted to
cj_ number.i?_f remarkable faculty
members who have..e,rovided
s1pport throughout my legal
career.·
Mark fllls, '84, Executive
Dire~or, lntematlonal Bar
Association, London
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JOINT-DEGREE
PROGRAMS

The law school offers joint-degree programs in cooperation with other colleges,
schools and departments at Florida State University. Joint-degree programs enable
students to earn two degrees concurrently, the juris doctor and a master's degree.
Admitted students interested in a joint degree must submit a joint-degree
application to the Office of Admissions during the first year in law school by the
appropriate deadline for fu ll consideration. The joint-degree application constitutes
application for admission to the appropriate graduate program. Admission requirements
and application deadlines vary depending on the graduate program of study.

JOINT DEGREES
Law and Business,J.D.-M.B.A.
Law and Economics, J.D.-M.S.
Law and Family and Child Sciences, J.D.-M.S.
Law and Information Studies,J.D.-M.S.L.I.S.
Law and International Affairs,J.D.-M.S.
Law and Public Administration, J.D.-M.P.A.
Law and Social Work, J.D.-M.S.W .
Law and Urban and Regional Planning, J.D.-M.S.P.
For information, contact both the law school and
the appropriate graduate school department.
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CO-CURR!
AND EXTR
STUDENT (

U Even as a law student at
Florida State, Gene Stearns,
' 72, was a visionary who
helped shape Florida's future.
Today, he is one of the state ·s
most effective litigators and
president of Stearns Weaver
Miller Weissler Alhadeff &
Sitterson, P.A., in Miami.

1he law school has five co-curricular aca,
organizations, including three student-edite
journals and trial and appellate advocacy tea
The journals include the Florida State Unive.
Law Review, the journal ofLand Use &
Environmental Law and the journal of
Transnational Law & Policy.
Our outstanding Mock Trial and Moot (
teams are regionally and nationally competi1
frequently bringing home fi rst-place victorie
111ese organizations promote excellence in
written and oral advocacy and enable studen
receive academic credit for their participatio1
Students also have the opportunity to
participate in our extracurricular organizatic
More than 30 student and service organizati
allow students to become leaders at the law
school and active participants in the legal
community.
::J Florida State Law's first-place-winning Moot C,
Team members with faculty advisor Nat Stern.
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CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
AND EXTRACURRICULAR
STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS

U Even as a law student at
Florida State , Gene Stearns,
'72 , was a visionary who
helped shape Florida's future.
Today, he is one of the state' s
most effective litigators and
president of Stearns Weaver
Miller Weissler Alhadeff &
Sitterson, P.A. , in Miami.

1he law school has five co-curricular academic
organizations, including three student-edited
journals and trial and appellate advocacy teams.
The journals include the Florida State University
L aw R eview, the journal ofLand Use &
Environmental Law and the j ournal of
Transnational L aw & Policy.
O ur outstanding Mock Trial and M oot Court
teams are regionally and nationally competitive,
frequently bringing home first-place victories.
1hesc organizations promote excellence in
written and oral advocacy and enable students to
receive academic credit for their participation.
Students also have the opportunity to
participate in our extracurricular organizations.
l\1ore than 30 student and service organizations
allow students to become leaders at the law
school and active participants in the legal
com munity.
::J Florida State Law's first-place-winning Moot Co urt
Team members with facu lty advisor Nat Stern.

HIGHLIGHTS
Our Student Bar Association received the 2010
Public Interest National Achievement Award
from the Law Student Division of the American
Bar Association. In both 2008 and 2009, the Law
Student Division selected Florida State as the
"SBA of the Year."
In 2010, our Moot Court Team won first place in
four national competitions: the Religious Freedom
Moot Court Competition, the National Security
Law Competition, the Luke Charles Moore Civil
Rights Invitational, all held in Washington, D.C.,
and the Gabrielli National Family Law
Competition, held in Albany, New York.
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES IN TALLAHASSEE

Our students love going to school in Tallahassee because of the wealth oflegal
employment opportunities. Many law students welcome the chance to "try on for size"
different types oflegal jobs while they are in law school. Tallahassee is home to more
than 450 law firms, many of which provide part-time work opportunities for our
students. Our law school is within walking distance of the state Capitol, the Florida
Supreme Court, the First District Court of Appeal and the United States District
Court for the Northern District of Florida. Numerous government agencies located in
Tallahassee also provide students with excellent work experience.
In their second and third years oflaw school, students have ample opportunity to
work part-time in private law firms, with trial or appellate courts, at the Florida
Legislature or for government agencies. During the summer, many students also work
in major cities throughout Florida and the nation.

AVAILABLE
EXTERNSHIP
PLACEMENTS:
Administrative
Appellate
Civil

ExTERNSHIP OPPORTUNITIES IN FLORIDA AND ELSEWHERE

The law school offers one of the most extensive externship programs in the United
States. Students earn academic credit while working under the supervision of practicing
attorneys. Our clinical externship program, which has been referred to as a model for
the nation, places students in more than 80 offices throughout Florida and elsewhere far more placement options than many law schools. Students may even select
international externships in locations around the world including London, The Hague
and Botswana.
Many of our externships involve the practice oflaw, which requires students to be
certified by the Florida Supreme Court. This certification is beneficial during and after
law school. Because our programs provide more academic credit than those at most
other law schools, students are more engaged in actual law practice and gain more
valuable experience that will benefit them upon graduation.

Criminal Justice
Environmental
Government
International
Judicial

:J "Florida State Law takes full
advantage of being seated in the
judicial and governmental capital
of Florida, providing students
with internship opportunities
that enhance the knowledge
gained in the classroom with
real world application. For
me, working at a state agency
and for the Florida House of
Representatives and serving as
a Gubernatorial Fellow during
J!lY third year greatly enhanced
my legal education and provided
interaction with professionals
from all aspects of the legal
spectrum."
Chris Tanner, '10

Labor/Employment
Legal Services
Transactional

:J United States Supreme
Court Justice Antonin Scalia,
along with retired Justice
Sandra Day O'Connor, are two
top visitors the law school
recently has hosted. Other
federal judges, top attorneys
and political leaders visit
throughout the year.

n As director of one of the
most extensive externship
programs in the nation,
Clinical Professor Larry
Krieger, left, places students
with practicing attorne)§_
~iog..them'to'gain
experience while earning
academic credit.
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::J "Florida State Law takes full
advantage of being seated in the
judicial and governmental capital
of Florida, providing students
with internship opportunities
that enhance the knowledge
gained in the classroom with
real world application. For
me, working at a state agency
and for the Florida House of
Representatives and serving as
a Gubernatorial Fellow during
~ . . !hird year great ly enhanced
my legal education and provided
interaction with professionals
from all aspects of the legal
spectrum."
Chris Tanner, '10
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::J United States Supreme
Court Justice Antonin Scal ia,
along with retired Justice
Sandra Day O'Connor, are t wo
top visitors the law school
recently has hosted. Other
federal judges. top attorneys
and political leaders visit
throughout the ye ar.

2010-11

VIEWBOOK

27

THE

PUBLIC

LAW

CENTER

INTEREST

Founded in 1991, the Public Interest L aw Center
trains second- and third-year law students in legal
advocacy, with an emphasis on mentoring, small group
discussions and role playing. Under supervision - students
are certified by the Florida Supreme Court to practice
under the supervision of attorneys - each student learns
by doing.
Our program is unique among law school clinical
programs because of the wide variety of legal services
provided. While other law school clinics specialize in one
or two types of cases, the Public Interest Law C enter
handles everything from foster care and health-care access
cases to child support and juvenile delinquency cases.
Through its two clinics - the Children's Advocacy
C linic and the Family Law Clinic - the Public Interest
Law Center provides students with practical skills
training and management skills that they will continue to
use as practicing attorneys. Students also gain a sense of
professional responsibility and invaluable work experience.
They interview clients, conduct discovery, draft pleadings
and represent clients in a variety oflegal forums.

CAREER
PLACEM

THE PLACEMENT OFFICE

1he law school provides assistance to law
through our Placement Office. The office m;
lateral job openings in the legal field and coc
Program. A variety of seminars and workshc
interviewing skills is also available. Student1
law school's interviewing programs and indi
Each fall and spring semester, students h
variety of employers on campus. Representa1
agencies and corporations in Florida and els,
students. They hire summer interns and clerl
Placement Office also coordinates off-camp1

ALUMNI SUPPORT

Florida State Un iversity College of Law ;
school and play a significant role in helping c
State-educated lawyers can be found in almc
with their time and donate countless hours t,
search skills and learn about practicing law. ,
government service and nontraditional legal
with students about their specific fields of pr
Many graduates, as well as current studer
Program. As mentors, they advise students a
basis. 1h e Placement Mentor directory conn
about opportunities in specific geographical
participate in our successful job preparation I
Interviews" and "Networking Nosh" lunche1

Each fall and spring se,
the opportunity to inter
of employers on campui
from private firms, govE
corporations in Florida
our campus to interviewi
center's work has been featured
in the national and international
media, including " 60 Minutes
II,· "The O'Reilly Factor" and The
New York Times.
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CAREER
PLACEMENT

EMPLOYMENT
FACTS
99 percent of the
graduat ing class of2009
was placed within nine
months of graduation.

THE PLACEMENT OFFICE

The law school provides assistance to law students, graduates and legal employers
through our Placement Office. The office maintains a current list of entry level and
lateral job openings in the legal field and coordinates the Placement Mentor
Program. A variety of seminars and workshops on career options, resume writing and
interviewing skills is also available. Students are encouraged to take advantage of the
law school's interviewing programs and individual career counseling services.
Each fall and spring semester, students have the opportunity to interview with a
variety of employers on campus. Representatives from private firms, government
agencies and corporations in Florida and elsewhere visit our campus to interview
students. They hire summer interns and clerks as well as new associates. The
Placement Office also coordinates off-campus interviewing opportunities.

The top six states outside
Florida where our
graduates live and work are:
Georgia
Virginia
California
North Carolina
Texas
New York
The top two cities of
choice, outside of Florida,
for Florida State Law
alumni are Atlanta and
Washington, D.C.

A L UMNI SUPPORT

Florida State University College of Law alumni maintain close ties with the law
school and play a significant role in helping our students find employment. Florida
State-educated lawyers can be found in almost every state. Our alumni are generous
with their time and donate countless hours to helping students perfect their job
search skills and learn about practicing law. A lumni in private firms, the judiciary,
government service and nontraditional legal careers regularly visit campus to talk
with students about their specific fields of practice and to answer students' questions.
Many graduates, as well as current students, participate in our Placement M entor
Program. As mentors, they advise students about their job searches on a one-on-one
basis. 1be Placement M entor directory connects students to alumni who advise them
about opportunities in specific geographical and interest areas. Additionally, alumni
participate in our successful job preparation programs, including "Mach Speed Mock
Interviews" and "Networking Nosh" lunches.

"The law school offers
a tremendous
advantage being in the
state capital. There are
all different levels of
courts within walking
distance of the law
school, and I made a
point to take advantage
of that fact. Many law
students get a legal
education in isolation,
but to get an education
where you can see the
end result of your
training Is special."

Professor Paolo Annino
:tor, with Clinical
Ruth Stone, of the
~rest Law Center. The
vork has been featured
ional and internation al
~luding "60 Minutes
) 'Reilly Factor" and The
Times .

Each fall and spring semester, students have
the opportunity to interview with a variety
of employers on campus. Representatives
from private firms, government agencies and
corporations in Florida and elsewhere visit
our campus to interview students.
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COSTS AND
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

Florida State is consistently rated one of the nation's top 10
best value law schools by preLaw magazine and a 'good value' by
US. News & World Report. Tuition and fees are established by the
Board of Governors and the Florida Legislature and are subject to
change at any time. Tuition is based on the number of credit hours
taken. Estimated tuition and fees for first-year students who enroll
in the 2010-2011 academic year are 5544.39 per credit hour for
Florida residents. Estimated tuition and fees for first-year
nonresident students for 2010-2011 are $1,196.47 per credit hour.

OuT-OF-STATE STUDENTS
Historically, nonresidents have been eligible to seek
reclassification to resident status for tuition purposes after their
first year in law school. Under a new law, students seeking
residency reclassification must show clear and convincing
documentation that supports permanent legal residence in this
state for at least 12 consecutive months rather than temporary
residence for the purpose of pursuing an education. Students are
encouraged to look into this matter as soon as they accept our
offer of admission.

FI NAN CIAL ASSISTA NCE
The law school offers a program of scholarship assistance made
available through the generous support of alumni and friends.
Law school scholarships arc awarded to students on the basis of
merit and financial need. Approximately one-third of students in
our entering classes receive first-year scholarships. Second- and
third-year students may apply for a variety of scholarships each
spring.
For more information about scholarship opportunities available
through Florida State Law, contact the law school's Student
Affairs Office at 850.644.7338. For other financial aid
information, contact the Florida State University Office of
Financial Aid at 850.644.5716.

30

FLOR I DA

STATE

L AW

ADMISSI
Florida State University College
of Law attracts a remarkably
talented and accomplished student
body and acceptance into the school
is highly competitive. We receive 18
applications for every scat in our
entering class. For the 2010
entering class, we received more
than 3,600 applications. Twentyfive percent of students in the 2010
entering class have LSAT scores of
164 or higher and the median
LSAT score is 162.1he median
undergraduate GPA is 3.52.
Admissions decisions are based
on the evaluation of each applicant's
potential for success in law school
and in the legal profession. 1he
admissions committee evaluates
applicant files from October
through May of each year.
Applicants are notified of the
committee's decisions at the earliest
possible date. Most admissions
decisions are based on the
combination ofLSAT scores and
undergraduate grades.
Decisions are made on a rolling
basis and priority consideration is
given to the strongest applications.
In addition, applicants must submit
a personal statement, resume and
one recommendation letter. The
committee may also take into
consideration the strength of the
applicant's undergraduate program,
graduate study, significant
leadership activities, unique work or
service experience, history of
overcoming economic or social
hardships, and the applicant's
potential for contributing to a
diverse academic environment in
terms of life experience.
Florida State University College
of Law is a full-time, three-year
program. First-year students start in
the fall semester. Transfer students
and visitors are admitted during the
fall, spring and summer semesters.
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Florida State University College
of Law attracts a remarkably
talented and accomplished student
body and acceptance into the school
is highly competitive. We receive 18
applications for every seat in our
entering class. For the 2010
entering class, we received more
than 3,600 applications. Twentyfive percent of students in the 2010
entering class have LSAT scores of
164 or higher and the median
LSAT score is 162. The median
undergraduate GPA is 3.52.
Admissions decisions are based
on the evaluation of each applicant's
potential for success in law school
and in the legal profession. The
admissions committee evaluates
applicant files from October
through May of each year.
Applicants are notified of the
committee's decisions at the earliest
possible date. Most admissions
decisions are based on the
combination ofLSAT scores and
undergraduate grades.
Decisions are made on a rolling
basis and priority consideration is
given to the strongest applications.
In addition, applicants must submit
a personal statement, resume and
one recommendation letter. The
committee may also take into
consideration the strength of the
applicant's undergraduate program,
graduate study, significant
leadership activities, unique work or
service experience, history of
overcoming economic or social
hardships, and the applicant's
potential for contributing to a
diverse academic environment in
terms oflife experience.
Florida State University College
of Law is a full-time, three-year
program. First-year students start in
the fall semester. Transfer students
and visitors are admitted during the
fall, spring and summer semesters.

REQUIREMENTS AND

APPLICATION DEADLINES

PROCEDURES

An applicant must hold, or
expect to receive, a baccalaureate
degree from a regionally accredited
college or university before
beginning the study oflaw.

Begin accepting 1L applications
1L Application deadline

May 1

1L Completion deadline

May 15

Transfer/Visitor Status Deadlines:
Begin accepting Transfer/

LAW SCHOOL ADMISSION TEST
(LSAT)

All applicants for admission
must take the Law School
Admission Test (LSAT)
administered by the Law School
Admission Council (LSAC). The
test should be taken as early as
possible, but no later than the
February preceding the August for
which the applicant seeks
admission. If the LSAT is taken
more than once, the committee will
consider the highest of multiple
scores. Scores older than four years
will not be considered.
CREDENTIAL ASSEMBLY
SERVICE (CAS)

Applicants must register with
the Credential Assembly Service
(CAS) and must arrange to have
official transcripts fro m each
undergraduate institution attended
sent directly to the CAS. The CAS
analyzes the transcripts and
prepares a summary of the
undergraduate work for its report to
the law school. Applicants who have
completed graduate work should
submit transcripts of that work
directly to the CAS.

Sept. 1

Oct.1

Visitor Applications
Fall:
Application deadline

July 1

Completion deadline

July 15

Spring:
Application deadline

Nov.1

Completion deadline

Dec. 1

Summer:
Application deadline

April 1

Completion deadline

April15

PAPER/HARD COPY FORMAT

Application forms needed for
admission to the law school also
may be downloaded from our Web
site at www.lawfsu.edu/prospective_
students/admissionslonlineapp.pdf.
FEE

Along with the completed
application, applicants must submit
a non-refundable application fee of
$30 (in U.S. dollars). The law school
does not offer application fee
waivers unless the applicant was a
participant in the Florida State
University College of Law Summer
for Undergraduates Program.
PERSONAL STATEMENT

APPLICATION AND FEE
ELECTRONIC FORMAT

Florida State University College
of Law processes applications
submitted electronically using the
e-app method provided by the
LSAC, which can be accessed via
our Web site at www.lawfsu.edu or
directly through the L SAC Web
site at www.lsac.org.

The personal statement is an
important evaluative tool in the
admissions process. This document
should accompany the application.
See the admissions application for a
detailed description of this
document.
RESUME

A detailed resume aids the
committee in its evaluation. See the
admissions application for
additional information on this item.

2 0 1 0 - 11

VIEWBOOK

31

ARc.,})
)_av)

J<F

ADMISSIONS
L ETTER OF

J'7D

r:sJ
~0/0- ))
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ONE LETTER REQUIRED

Applicants must submit one letter
of recommendation for review by the
Admissions Committee. Florida State
University requires that your letter be
submitted through the Credential
Assembly Service (CAS). The letter
of recommendation must be
accompanied by a completed
Recommendation Form for the letter
to be valid. The LSAC Evaluation
Form will not be accepted as a
substitute for the required Letter of
Recommendation; however evaluation
forms may be submitted to
supplement the application.
Additional letters of recommendation
will be accepted but are not required.
Directions for using this service are
outlined at www.lsac.org
A DDEN DUMS

• Applicants with academic or law
violations are required to submit
an addendum AND official
documentation for each violation.
See the admissions application for
a detailed description of this
requirement.
• Diversity Statement (optional)
• Academic Addendum (optional)
• Writing samples other than
personal statement will not be
accepted.
TRANSFER AND VISITING
STUDENTS

Decisions on transfer and visitor
applications are made on a rolling
basis and priority consideration is
given to the strongest applications.
Admission application procedures for
transfer and visiting students are
available online at www.lawfsu.edu/
prospective_ studentsladmissions.
TRANSFER ADMISSIONS

Florida State University College
of Law accepts transfer applicants
from ABA-approved law schools.
Transfer applicants must be in the
top third of their class and be in good
academic standing at their current
law school and any previous law
schools to be eligible for consideration. Academic dismissal from any
32
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law school disqualifies a student from
being considered for admission. Most
transfer applicants must have
completed their first year of study at
an ABA-approved law school to be
considered for admission. However, a
very limited number of truly
extraordinary transfer applicants may
be considered after completing only
one semester at another law school.
We generally accept applications for
transfers for the fall, spring and
summer terms.
VISITING ADMISSIONS

Florida State University College
of Law encourages applications from
students who have completed their
second year of law school at another
ABA-approved institution and who
would like to be a visiting student at
Florida State for one or two
semesters of their third year.
Students in their second year may be
considered on a space-available basis.
Visiting students should have a solid
law school record and demonstrated
aptitude for and commitment to
high-quality legal education.
Preference will be given to students
who have a significant professional or
personal reason to attend Florida
State University College of Law.
INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

In addition to fulfilling all of the
requirements and procedures
described above, applicants who are
international students or have
completed undergraduate education
outside the United States must:
• File a Florida State International
Certificate of Financial
Responsibility (upon admission).
• Submit foreign transcripts for
processing through the LSAC JD
Credential Assembly Service
(CAS). If any postsecondary work
was completed outside the U.S.,
its territories or Canada, this
service must be used for
evaluating foreign transcripts.
This service is included in the
CAS subscription fee. To use the
JD CAS, log in to your account
through www.fsac.org and follow
the instructions for registering for
the service. Please be sure to print
and promptly send a Transcript
Request Form to each institution

previously attended. <21iestions
about the JD CAS can be directed
to LSAC at 215.968.1001 or
/sacinjo@lrac.org.
ENGLISH LANGUAGE
PROFICIENCY

Applicants seeking admission
whose native language is not English
are required to have a minimum
score of 600 on the paper-based
TOEFL, 100 on the internet-based
TOEFL and 250 on the computerbased TOEFL. Scores must be sent
from Educational Testing Service to
LSAC. TOEFL scores will be part
of the Foreign Credential Evaluation
document that will be included in
the CAS law school report. The
LSAC TOEFL code for the JD CAS
is 0058.
The law school also accepts the
International English Language
Testing System. A minimum of 7.5 is
required on the IELTS.
BAR REQUIREMENTS

Before beginning the study oflaw,
applicants to the Florida State
University College of Law are urged
to obtain information regarding
character and other qualifications for
admission to the Bar from the Board
of Bar Examiners in each state in
which they plan to practice.
JOINT-DEGREE APPLICATION

Admitted students interested in a
joint degree must submit a jointdegree application to the Office of
Admissions during the first year in
law school by the appropriate
deadline for full consideration. The
joint-degree application constitutes
application for admission to the
appropriate graduate program.
Admission requirements and
application deadlines vary depending
on the graduate program of study.
SEAT DEPOSIT

If admitted, a non-refundable
deposit of $200 is required to reserve
your seat at the law school. Please
note the seat deposit deadline on
your letter of acceptance. This deposit
will be credited to your tuition upon
registration.

Rules, policies, fees, dates and courses described in ·
subject to change without notice.
The Florida State University encourages admission :
qualified students regardless of color, race, creed, religi
age, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender exF
veterans' or marital status, or any other protected grou1
Applicants W ith Disabilities: It is the policy of Flor
comply with the Americans With Disabilities Act (AI
Rehabilitation Act, and state requirements regarding a:
with disabilities. Under those laws, no qualified indivic
may be denied access to or participation in law school c
programs or activities, solely because of their disability.
University College of Law will provide reasonable acco
students with recognized disabilities to the extent that
but the law school does not make accommodations tha
burdensome or that fundamentally alter the nature ofi1
Because extensive accommodations are provided for
Florida State University College of Lawwill not waive
an applicant's LSAT score because of disability except :
circumstances. Applicants are not required to indicate ,
admission whether they have a disability. Applicants w
disability considered as a factor in the admissions proce
disclose the disability at the time of application and pre
why it is a factor in evaluating the applicant's qualificat
the applicant wishes the disability to be considered as a
necessary for the applicant to provide appropriate docu
disability. For further information relating to documen
the director of admissions at 850.644.3787.
This viewbook is not a contract, either expressed or
law school and student, but represents a flexible progra
curriculum, educational plans, offerings and requireme
altered from time to time to carry out administrative, a
procedural purposes and objectives of the law school. F
College of Law specifically reserves the right to changt
provision, offering, academic curriculum, program or r,
within the student's period of study at the law school. l
College of Law further reserves the right to require a s
from the law school for cause at any time. Admission t,
University College of Law or registration for a given se
guarantee the availability of a course at any specific tin

C OMMUNICATING W ITH TH E COLLEGE

Admissions & Records .................................................. .
Clinical Programs
Dean's Office
Student Disability Resource Center (Law School Liais
Financial Aid ..... ............................................................ .
Florida Board ofBar Examiners ................................... .
Law School Admission Council
Placement Office
Student Affairs (L aw)
Thagard Student Health Center
E-MAIi

Admissions (Law) ......................................................... a
Law Student Ambassador
Law School Admission Council
WEB PAGES

Florida State University................................................. .
Florida State Law
Law School Admission Council
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previously attended. Qyestions
about the JD CAS can be directed
to LSAC at 215.968.1001 or
lsacinfo@lsac.org.
ENGLISH LANGUAGE
PROFICIENCY

Applicants seeking admission
whose native lang uage is not English
are required to have a minimum
score of 600 on the paper-based
TOEFL, 100 on the internet-based
TOEFL and 250 on the computerbased TOEFL. Scores must be sent
from Educational Testing Service to
LSAC. TOEFL scores will be part
of the Foreign Credential Evaluation
document that will be included in
the CAS law school report. The
LSAC TOEFL code for the JD CAS
is 0058.
1l1e law school also accepts the
International English Language
Testing System. A minimum of 7.5 is
required on the IELTS.
BAR REQUIREMENTS

Before beginning the study oflaw,
applicants to the Florida State
University College of Law are urged
to obtain information regarding
character and other qualifications for
admission to the Bar from the Board
of Bar Examiners in each state in
which they plan to practice.
JOINT- DEGREE APPLICATION

Admitted students interested in a
joint degree must submit a jointdegree application to the Office of
Admissions during the firs t year in
law school by the appropriate
deadline for full consideration. 1l1e
joint-degree application constitutes
application for admission to the
appropriate graduate program.
Admission requirements and
application deadlines vary depending
on the graduate program of study.
SEAT DEPOSIT

Rules, policies, fees, dates and courses described in this publication are
subject to change without notice.
The Florida State University encourages admission applications from
qualified students regardless of color, race, creed, religion, national origin,
age, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, disability,
veterans' or marital status, or any other protected group status.
Applicants With Disabilities: It is the policy of Florida State University to
comply with the Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA), Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act, and state requirements regarding applicants and students
with disabilities. Under those laws, no qualified individual with a disability
may be denied access to or participation in law school or university services,
programs or activities, solely because of their disability. Florida State
University College of Lawwill provide reasonable accommodations for
students with recognized disabilities to the extent that it is feasible to do so,
but the law school does not make accommodations that are undu ly
burdensome or that fundamentally alter the nature of its programs.
Because extensive accommodations are provided for taking the LSAT,
Florida State University College of Law will not waive the LSAT or disregard
an applicant's LSAT score because of disability except in extremely unusual
circumstances. Applicants are not required to indicate on the application for
admission whether they have a disability. Applicants who wish to have a
disability considered as a factor in the admissions process, however, must
disclose the disability at the time of application and provide an explanation of
why it is a factor in evaluating the applicant's qualifications for admission. If
the applicant wishes the disability to be considered as a factor, it may be
necessary for the applicant to provide appropriate documentation of the
disability. For further information relating to documentation, please contact
the director of admissions at 850.644.3787.
This viewbook is not a contract, either expressed or implied, between the
law school and student, but represents a flexible program of the current
curriculum, educational plans, offerings and requirements, which may be
altered from time to time to carry out administrative, academic and
procedural purposes and objectives of the law school. F lorida State University
College of Law specifically reserves the right to change, delete or add to any
provision, offering, academic curriculum, program or requirement at any time
within the student's period of study at the law school. Florida State University
College of Law further reserves the right to require a student to withdraw
from the law school for cause at any time. Admission to Florida State
University College of Law or registration for a given semester does not
guarantee the availability of a course at any specific time.

COMMUNICATING WITH THE COLLEGE OF LAW
Admissions & Records ................................................................. 850.644.3787
Clinical Programs ......................................................................... 850.644.1432
Dean's Office ................................................................................ 850.644.3071
Student Disability Resource Center (Law School Liaison) ......... 850.644.9566
FinancialAid ................................................................................. 850.644.5716
Florida Board of Bar Examiners ................................................... 850.487.1292
Law School Admission Council ...................................... ............. 215.968.1001
Placement Office ......................................................................... 850.644.4495
Student Affairs (Law) ....................... ............................................ 850.644.7338
Thagard Student Health Center .................................................. 850.644.6230

Florida State University College of Law
Academic Calendar: 2010-2011
FALL 2010
Classes Begin .. .................................. ....... August 23
Labor Day (Holiday) .. .. ............... ......... .... Sept ember 6
Veterans Day (Holiday) ..... ................ ..... November 11
Classes End ......................................... November 23
Thanksgiving (Holiday) ...... ....... ....... November 25, 26
Exams Begin .... ...... ................. ............. November 29
Exams End ..................... ...................... December 10
SPRING 2011
Classes Begin ...... .......... ....... ........ ......... .. January 10
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day (Holiday) .......... January 17
Spring Break .. ...... ................ ................. .. . March 7-11
Classes End ......... ....... ........ .. ............... ... ...... April 18
Exams Begin
25
May 6
Exams End
Graduation
May 7
SUMMER 2011
Classes Begin .... ........ .. ..... ............ ...... ... ......... May 9
Summer for Undergraduates Program .. May 16-JunelO
Memorial Day (Holiday observed) .... ....... ........ May 30
Classes End .......................................... ........June 23
27
Exams Begin
June 30
Exams End

Florida State University College of Law
Academic Calendar: 2011-2012
FALL 2011
Classes Begin .... ....................................... August 29
Labor Day (Holiday) ...... ......... ......... ........ September 5
Veterans Day (Holiday) .......................... November 11
Thanksgiving (Holiday) ......... .. ....... .. November 24, 25
Classes End ................................. ......... . December 1
Exams Begin ...... .......................... .......... December 5
Exams End .......... ................ ................. December 10
SPRING 2012
Classes Begin .......... ................. .. ....... .. ...... January 9
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day (Holiday) .......... January 16
Spring Break ... ................ ........... ......... ...... March 5-9
Classes End ....................................... .... ....... April 16
Exams Begin .. ........ .. ........ ......... .................... Aoril 23
May 4
Exams End
Graduation
May 5
SUMMER 2012
Classes Begin .............................................. ... May 7
Memorial Day (Holiday observed) ..... .. .......... .. May 28
Summer for Undergraduates Program .......... ... ...... TBA
Classes End ................. .. ................. ............. June 20
Exams Begin ......... ........ ................................June 25
Exams End ................... .................... ........... ..June 28

CATALOG DEVELOPMENT TEAM:
PROJ FCT MANAGEMENT
CHRISTIN. MORGAN

DESIG'I
P ERRY AuR1co, POMEGRANATE

If admitted, a non-refundable
deposit of $200 is required to reserve
your seat at the law school. Please
note the seat deposit deadline on
your letter of acceptance. 1l1is deposit
will be credited to your tuition upon
registration.

E-MAIL

STumo

PHOTOGRAPHY

Admissions (Law) ................................. ........................ admissions@law.fsu.edu
Law Student Ambassador ........................................... peeradvisor@law.fsu.edu
Law School Admission Council ............................................. lsacinfo@lsac.org
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